church in the kingdom. This did not please the
printers of Spain, who made their influence felt, and
the plan was given up after Plantin had committed
himself to further heavy expenditures* A more tan-
gible reward was a royal grant giving him a mono-
poly for printing the authorized service books for
the Spanish domains.

Plantin died in 1589, and the business passed to a
son-in-law? JEAN MORETUS, who had advanced
money to keep it going. Abandoning all other lines,
Moretus and his successors devoted the:r attention
to the monopoly of service books. The mark of the
compass was no longer found on handsome books,
but the profits of the establishment steadily accu-
mulated. The business remained in the family and
was carried on in the original Plantin hou&e until
1876, when the city of Antwerp and the Belgium
government united to purchase it as a public mu-
seum. Plantin was a sound business man in principle
if not always in practice* keeping all of his account
books carefully and preserving his correspondence*
These documentary records supplement the actual
presses, fonts of type, and cases filled with wood-
blocks and metal aits, with the desks of the proof-
readers and the incidental paraphernalia of a six-
teenth-century printing office, all together making
this museum the most significant and instructive of
printing meccas*

